Enzymatic determination of plasma ammonia: evaluation of Sigma and BMC Kits.
We compared two kit methods for the enzymatic determination of plasma ammonia. The procedures involved measuring the decrease in absorbance at 340 nm resulting from the consumption of NADH in the Sigma kit, NADPH in the BMC kit. Both kits gave acceptable results for aqueous samples, but for plasma specimens values with the Sigma kit significantly exceeded those obtained with the BMC kit. In our hands, values with the BMC kit were more accurate and precise. On the basis of these results, we conclude that the BMC kit is the better choice.